tories. Till December 1886 he had not suffered from any illness.
The first symptom of his trouble was then felt. "When walking barefooted in the lobby of his house he imagined he had trodden upon a nail, as he perceived an unpleasant pricking sensation in his heel. Examining it he found a little elevation about the size of a grain of corn, and blackish in colour. He considered it was merely a hard corn, and did not trouble himself about it. The nodule went on growing without causing him much annoyance till the end of August 1887, when it had become so large that he felt it necessary to consult a doctor. It was then treated by the application of caustics, poultices, and ointments, but all the while steadily increased in size. A second growth also formed, which after some time coalesced with the first. In March of the present year he noticed a swelling in the groin of the affected side. He was then advised to enter the Infirmary, which he did on the 9th April. Two days before he had worked twelve hours dipping sheep, though in considerable pain. The tumour was then found to consist of a black elevated mass, occupying the under surface of the heel, and extending forwards and inwards to the inner side of the sole of the foot. Its margins were ill-defined, the odour offensive, and it was pulpy to the feel. Several black spots were visible around it in the subcutaneous tissues. These were found to contain granules of pigment. 
